
July 18, 2009 Class: Carving an Angel 
with Carl Holdridge 

Upcoming Classes:   
August 15, 2009:  Carving Eyes, Ears and 
Noses with Dallas Deege 
September 19, 2009:  Carving Canes with 
Don Hartt 
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July’s Projects:  All proceeds go to the charity ornament fund.   

Flat Plane Carved Nativity:  is back with more patterns to choose from.  Pro-
ject cost is $10 for a roughout and instructions, but if you donate your carving to the 
club nativity your money will be refunded. 

Dean Walden’s Santa Dog Ornaments:    Roughouts for this ornament, as 
well as completed examples will be available at the meeting. Cost of the project is $5, 
or FREE if you promise to enter the ornament in the carving contest. 

We are fortunate to have Mr. Holdridge 
back to teach another class.  This time 
he brings a stylized angel that is a per-
fect project for all skill levels.  The fin-
ished angel is approximately 2 ¼ inches 
tall, just right for a Christmas ornament.  
Bring your knife, gouges, and a v-tool.  
Cost $5.  Blank is provided. 

Don Hartt Dallas Deege 



Welcome to our new members in June:  Julian 
Barr, Linda Hughes, John Roberts.  If there is 
something the club can do that will make us better, 
or something that we can do better, get hold of a 
club officer and let us know.  

Welcome to our June Visitor: Eddie Powell.  I hope 
you enjoyed the meeting, learned something, and 
that you will return. 

Note:  We did not have photos available for Linda 
Hughes, John Roberts and Eddie Powell.  We would 
like to take your photo next time you attend a 
meeting, so we can include it in a newsletter. 

Thank You Sandy Gross  
In June, 2009 Sandy Gross taught painting on wood.  She 
showed us the best type of brushes to use and how to han-
dle the brushes so the point or edge is not damaged.  
Sandy had a duck she demonstrated with, explaining how 
to follow the line of the feathers so they look more natural.  
We learned how to use gesso for a base cover for the folk 
art style and the antiqued style of painting.  She also ex-
plained painting with the wood grain showing underneath.  
She assisted those who brought their own wood carvings 
for painting, and she brought samples of wood for the rest 
of us to use.  Sandy gave each of us personal attention, 
and even drew designs on the wood scraps so we would 
have more fun with our practice painting.  

Welcome Visitor & New Members 

Thank You and Welcome  
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New Member Julian Barr 
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How often do you get the opportunity to help 
others by doing something you enjoy?  This 
is what I am offering you.  Carve ornaments, 
and enter them in the contest in August.  
Help with the club’s nativity by carving one of 
the figures.  Buy quality carving wood at 
good prices.  Here is an opportunity to carve, 
and help someone else in the process.  Even 
though the ornament carving contest ends in 
August there will be ornament projects avail-
able through September’s meeting.  All 
money raised by selling ornaments and nativ-
ities will go to the Texas Children’s Hospital 
and the Michael DeBakey VA Medical Center.  
July’s meeting will be your last chance to buy 
wood for Team Blake.  All money raised by 
wood sales will help pay for Blake’s chemo 
treatments.  Please carve, and help others. 
pete reittinger 

President’s Notes  
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How do you get to Carnegie Hall? 

The work of the Instructors at the Texas Word Carvers guild was 
amazing.  The variety and beauty of each of the pieces pre-
sented by the instructors was beautiful even if it was in a style 
or type of carving that is not your particular interest. 

The ease at which they directed a student or demonstrated a 
technique was a testimony to their art and accomplishments.  As I watched my in-
structors they would make it look so easy.  Then I would take my piece and at-
tempt to follow their instruction only to find it was not simple.  Even when I was 
able to successfully complete the techniques because of their great instruction, it 
was not the same.  As I talked with the instructors, the one thing became evident.  
They had spent countless hours carving and used these techniques over and over 
again.  These Carvers have done hundreds or even thousands of carvings.  I asked 
how they became so accomplished. 

Their response reminds me of the old joke.  A musician new to the city asked “How 
do you get to Carnegie Hall?” 

The response was “Practice, Practice, and Practice.” 

To improve my carving I must “Practice, Practice and Practice.”   

Glenn Miller 

Thoughts from Kerrville, Our Vice President 



Wood Treatments:  Pete Reittinger is about to wind down the wood treatments campaign for 
Blake’s cancer treatment  fund raiser.  Let him know if want something special so he can bring it in 
next month. 

Coolies:  Shelley Key has coolies with our club name and seal for $3, which will go to cover the 
cost of making them with extra funds made donated to the club.  

Carving Contest:  The current carving contest ends in August.  You can make as many entries as 
you want, but any entries become the property of the club, to be used in our fundraiser for our club 
charities.  The number of entries will determine the prize amounts.  JoAn brought several ornament 
blanks or roughouts you can use for free; see Ronnie at the beginner’s table to see the selection. 

Spiral Santa Project:  This project costs $5 for materials, or is free if you donate your completed 
ornament for our charity drive. 

Club Nativity Project:  This project costs $10 for materials.  The carving designs are taken from 
Lynn Diel’s “Flat Plane Carving the Nativity” book.  Finish the carving, but please do not stain or 
paint it.  When you bring it back, Pete will give you another one to carve or else your $10 back. 

Free Magazines:  Joe Profota brought in a giant box of used magazines to give away. Thanks Joe. 

HAWC October Show:  Carolyn Smith talked about the October 3rd show at Trader’s Village.  
Trader’s Village will advertise the show.  The registration information for classes and the show com-
petition and sale is available today.  There are 2 packets.  The competition categories, judging stan-
dards and entry rules are included.  The registration form is the last page.  At the end of July we will 
open registration up to other groups.  We have a head start to allow us to sign up now for classes.  
The Southwest Wood Turners have their association meeting that same weekend, but individuals 
from that group are invited to attend as well as the woodworkers group.  They will have a 2nd area 
of competition for them.  Show judges will be Wanda Reichert and Danny Reb.  Vendors will be 
Dallas Deege for tools and carving supplies, Danny Reb for wood, and Randy Moore for roughouts.  
There will be three wood carving classes on Friday.  Each class needs 5 people minimum and has 
a maximum of 10 people.  The first class is Shallow Relief with Wanda Reichert.  It will be a 7” x 9” 
piece.  Cost is $30 and includes materials.  You will need 3/4” to 1/4” gouges, a skew, a knife, and a 
woodburner with G and S tips.  Written painting instructions will be handed out for completion at 
home.  The second class is Scandinavian Flat Plane Carving with Danny Reb.  Cost is $40 with 
blank included in the price.  You will need a knife and various gouges and v tools.  The third class is 
Facial Expressions and Human Features with Pat Moore.  Cost is $25 plus the cost of the roughout 
you select, which range in price from $10 on up.  All classes are open to carvers of all skill levels. 
The concessions will be closed on Friday, class day, so a box lunch will be available for those who 
request it on their registration form.  Otherwise, you will have to bring your own food and drink for 
Friday.  Registration will be open from today, June 20, though September 1st postmark.  There also 
will be registration forms posted on our web site. 

Instructor Wanted:  Carolyn Smith said she knows a lady in the Sharpstown area who is looking 
for a carving instructor/mentor for her son.  See Carolyn if you are interested in this job opportunity. 

Painting Class:  Thanks to Sandy Gross for teaching today’s class, and her husband for assisting. 

Welcome:  Welcome back to Richard Lund.  He recently underwent a triple bypass heart surgery.  
Welcome back to new members Julian Barr and Brenda Lowman.  Linda Hughes and John Roberts 
joined recently but are not here today.  Welcome to visitor Eddie Powell.  We hope you visit again.  

Moving to Phoenix:  Jim and Claudia Edwards are moving  to Arizona. We will all miss them a lot.  
Jim will remain a member and will be the webmaster from afar.  However, we will need a secretary 
and a photographer to replace them.  Please see Pete or Claudia if you are interested in either po-
sition.  People like photos and accurate minutes in the newsletter, so this is your chance to make a 
contribution.   

Minutes:  June 20, 2009 Meeting 
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Janet Denton Cordell School:  Elmo McCoy brought in two wood sculptures he did in a class with 
Janet Denton Cordell in Winslow, Arkansas.  The first was a large female bust he carved 6 years 
ago.  The second a small bust carved several years ago.  He did a third carving of a horse that he 
gave to his grandson.  This school is available to wood carvers and is very good.  Elmo has been 
three times and JoAn Brueggeman has also attended.  Both recommend it highly.  Janet grew up in 
a family of woodcarvers and she specializes in female sculptures and horse sculptures.  However, 
she will teach you whatever you want to carve.  Just send her a photo of what you want to do and 
she will have the roughout ready for you when you arrive.  Winslow is a small town about 400 miles 
from here.  The fee is $200 per week of 30 hours instruction.  You carve 3 hours before lunch and 3 
hours after for 5 days.  The Sky View Lodge nearby costs $50 for a single cabin and $70 for a dou-
ble.  The hotel has meals available there.  The town is in the Boston mountains just across the state 
line between Oklahoma and Arkansas.  Elmo has a handout if you are interested.  JoAn is going in 
November. 

Thank you to HAWC:  The Missouri County Fair sent a thank you note to JoAn Brueggeman, Glenn 
Miller and Dianah Miller for participating recently.  DeBakey Veteran’s Hospital sent a thank you note 
for our charitable donation. 

Square dancing:  Preston Smith and Carolyn Smith invited the club members to attend their square 
dancing event in Galveston next June.  Over one thousand are expected to attend.  They had flyers 
if you are interested in attending. 

Prayers and Support:  Dallas Deege said Stu Martin had a quad bypass about 2 weeks ago, 
please keep him and Donna in our prayers.  Dallas said his grandson Blake is doing pretty good, 
that he is on his 8th treatment, with 6 to go.  It has been tough on the whole family and a humbling 
experience for Dallas to see what people at Kerrville and in the club have done to support them.  He 
has learned about friends and family and what’s important in life.  By September the treatments 
should be completed.  Please continue to keep Blake and his family in your prayers. 

Door Prize:  Carolyn Smith won painting pyramids and a 150 to 400 grit sandpaper assortment. 

Respectfully submitted by Helen Havemann. 

Minutes: Continued 
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Second Club Contest of 2009:   
The current contest is “Summertime Christmas,”  to 
carve, burn or saw a wooden Christmas ornament.  You 
can enter as many ornaments as you want, and the prize 
will increase with the number of entries.  The contest 
ends at the August meeting.  Entries will be judged by 
popular choice in both novice and open categories.  All 
entries will become property of the club to be sold for our 
annual charities, Texas Children’s Hospital and Michael 
DeBakey Veteran’s Hospital. 

2009 Carving Events 
Oct. 2-3 Houston Area Woodcarvers Club Show   Traders Village, Houston 

Oct. 11-16 Texas Woodcarvers Guild Fall Extravaganza Inn of the Hills, Kerrville 

Oct. 17-18 Texas State Championship Show & Sale  YO Resort, Kerrville 



Invitation to Coastal Bend Woodcarvers Show 
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Show and Tell 

The Houston Area Wood Carvers have been invited to participate in the Coastal 
Bend Woodcarvers Show.  They are "working with the city of Aransas Pass and 
the Aransas Pass Chamber of Commerce to bring you the inaugural woodcarving 
show and competition in the awesome new Civic Center in Aransas Pass".  The 
show will be February 5 to 7, 2010.  More information is at their web site:  
www.carvingshow.philroets.com or by calling Phil Roets, 361-758-0906. 

Preston and Carolyn Smith 

Elmo McCoy carved these two sculptures 3-6 years ago in a 
class with Janet Denton Cordell in Winslow, Arkansas. On the 
right is his carving of a limb from an ash tree.  It was split open, 
hollowed out and put back together.  Various sea life such as a 
turtle, manta ray, octopus, sea horse and 9 dolphins are carved 
in.  The base is yellow pine.  He put a thick coat of polyure-
thane, acrylic paint, then sprayed with polyurethane again.  

Texas Woodcarver’s Guild Fall Extravaganza 

The class schedule for the Texas Woodcarver’s Guild Fall Extravaganza in Kerr-
ville, Texas October 12-16, 2009 is posted on their web site 
http://texaswoodcarversguild.com/ along with information on classes and in-
structors.  If you are a member you should already have received your informa-
tion in the mail.  If you are not a member, you can register and sign up for 
classes with the registration form that is online. 

http://www.carvingshow.philroets.com�
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Berny Alvarez carved 
faces from sweet potatoes.  
It was fun and easier than 
wood.  The faces are 
rather shriveled after 30 
days, however.  He says 
“this is what I’ll look like 
when I get old.”  He made 
a folding book stand from 
one piece of red oak; then 
added the Texas seals to 
dress it up.  He also cut out 
lots of pumpkins for us to 
give out at our Fall show. 

Shelley Key 
carved this hum-
mingbird feeder in 
Tony Erickson’s 
class in Kerrville.  
It was one of the 
best classes she 
has taken.  It was 
small, and they 
carved in a circle 
and chatted while 
they worked.  She 
painted it with 
acrylics, then put 
on 3 to 4 coats of 
tung oil. 

JoAn Brueggeman 
showed her Medieval 
Santa Claus or Don 
Quixote that she did 
with Bobby Thurmond 
in Kansas City.  It 
needs to be finished 
and painted. 

Sandy Gross met Glenn and 
Dianah Miller and went to Kerrville 
with them.  She took Don Hartt’s 
fancy canes class.  Her only prior 
carving experience was with a fish 
fillet knife on limbs at home.  Her 
cane is in progress; unfortunately 
we did not get a photo of it.  We 
hope she will bring it back soon so 
we can see it again. 

Sweetie potato and her friends 
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Glenn Miller showed his unfinished collec-
tion of carvings from Kerrville (left to right):  
1) Ol’ Don Burgdorf’s “First Catch” boy with 
baseball, 2) Dave Stetson’s Carpenter, 3) 
Gerald Sears’ Old Doc, 4) Christmas Dog, 
and 5) Ray North’s cardinal 

Dianah Miller 
showed her com-
pleted Christmas 
dog (Dean Walden 
pattern).  She did a 
great job carving, 
painting and finish-
ing this puppy. 

Ronnie Boston talked about his 
walking staff class with Jon Nelson in 
Kerrville.  They learned how to carve 
leaves, weeds, etc. on a small stick.  
When he got home he made a large 
walking staff with these designs, and 
then added his own wood spirit and 
a bear face using a knot for the 
nose.  The pineapple hand grip idea 
he got from Shelley Key.  He put 2 
coats of MINWAX golden pecan to 
finish it.  He cut off a one inch brass 
coupling and placed it around the 
bottom tip to give it more strength. 
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You may submit original photos or articles 
for possible use in the newsletter by e-mail 
to bigfig6@comcast.net.  Deadline is the 
1st for that month’s newsletter. Club Officers  

President Pete Reittinger  281-395-5735 
 
Vice-President Glenn Miller               281-481-6344 
 
Treasurer Lorraine Lewis  713-303-3076 
 
Secretary Vacant  n/a 
 
Editor  Helen Havemann 713-666-7093 
 
Show Chairs Carolyn Smith  281-392-0713 
      & Preston Smith  
 
Web Master Jim Edwards  Call President 
 
Photographer Vacant  n/a 
 
Librarian Lin Swalley  713-721-4514 
 
Refreshments Shelley Key  713-666-7093
  

E-mail delivery saves $12 annually on 

printing and mailing, which will be 

donated to our special project fund. 

The Houston Area Woodcarvers Club meets 9am-2pm on 
the 3rd Saturday of  every month at the Bayland Park Com-

munity Center, 6400 Bissonnet St., Houston, TX. 

Special Thanks:  Thanks to Fred Stratton who donated a woodturning 
DVD to the library.  Thanks also to Tip Allen who donated several knives to the 
beginner’s table.  Joe Profota brought in a giant box of used magazines to give 
away. Thanks Joe. 

Volunteers Needed:  Because Claudia 
and Jim Edwards are moving to Arizona, we 
will need a secretary to take the minutes of 
our meetings and a photographer to shoot 
photos to use in the newsletter and on the 
web site.  If you have secretarial or photo-
graphic skills, here’s your chance to make a 
contribution to our club.   See Pete Reittinger 
for more information.  Thanks Claudia and 
Jim for the great work! 
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