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HOUSTON AREA WOODCARVERS 

June 20, 2009 Class: Painting on Wood with Sandy Gross 
 

Learn painting tips and tricks that can be applied to your carv-
ing.  Bring a finished carving and paint it in class.  If you don’t 
have a finished carving, scrap basswood will be available for 

practicing techniques.  
Bring acrylic paint in the 
colors you desire for your 
carving, but there will also 
be a variety of colors avail-
able to use.  If you have brushes that you prefer to work with 
bring #2 and #5 round brushes and a #6 or #8 flat brush; there 
will also be brushes available to borrow.  Cost is $5. 

Upcoming Classes 
July 18, 2009 C a r v i n g  a n  A n g e l  w i t h  C a r l  H o l d r i d g e 

August 15, 2009 C a r v i n g  E y e s ,  E a r s  a n d  N o s e s  w i t h  D a l l a s  D e e g e  

June’s Projects: As an alternative to a second class, we will have two projects available.  
All proceeds go to the charity ornament fund.   

Santa Spiral Ornament:  The Santa spiral ornament is a design published by Lenard Watts in 
Woodcarving Illustrated’s 2005 Holiday edition. Project cost is $5 for wood and instructions, or it is 
free if you promise to enter the ornament in the carving contest. 

Flat Plane Carved Nativity:  This pattern was designed by Lynn Diel in “Flat Plane Carving 

the Nativity” published by Schiffer Publishing. Project cost is $10 for a roughout and instructions, or 
your money will be refunded if you return the carving to the club to be included in our nativity. 
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Thank You and Welcome  
 Thank You Carolyn Smith and 
Preston Smith 
In May, 2009 Carolyn Smith  taught woodburning.  
We learned to use the woodburner to make a design 
of a bird on a branch.  This design came from a relief 
carving she did in a class at the Texas Woodcarver’s 
Guild in Kerrville.  She also had several copies of 
other templates available for our use.  Designs are 
traced onto the wood with graphite paper and then 
burned in with a bent J tip of the woodburner.  Carolyn explained everything in detail, which helped 
the novices in the class.  She also had paints available and showed us how to add color to the 

woodburning. 

In the second class, Preston Smith 
taught stylized carving of a humming-
bird.  He had two types of rough outs to 
select from, and samples of the finished 
birds for go bys.  Claudia Edwards said 
“It was really nice to have a project that 
could be finished in one session by a 
novice carver.” 

Welcome Visitors & New Member 
Our visitors in April were Ileene and Earl Morrison.  James Meaux, grandson of Jim and Claudia Ed-
wards visited again; he really enjoys it.  We hope you all visit us again soon.  We also have a new 
member, Brenda Lowman.  We hope to see you all next month. 

Ileene and Earl Morrison Brenda Lowman James Meaux 
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President’s Notes  

Second Club Contest of 2009:   
The current contest is “Summertime Christmas,”  to carve, burn or saw a wooden 
Christmas ornament.  You can enter as many ornaments as you want, and the prize 
will increase with the number of entries.  The contest ends at the August meeting.  
Entries will be judged by popular choice in both novice and open categories.  All en-
tries will become property of the club to be sold for our annual charities, Texas Chil-
dren’s Hospital and Michael DeBakey Veteran’s Hospital. 

It is ornament time again.  Last year we carved and sold 90 ornaments to raise 
$900 for the Texas Children’s Hospital and the Michael DeBakey VA Medical 
Center.  Thank you everyone who participated in this effort.  Now we have the 
opportunity to do it again.  Towards this goal, there will be a noticeable emphasis 
on ornaments for the next several months.  The carving contest that ends in Au-
gust is an ornament carving contest.  Every month there will be ornament pro-
jects available; material and instructions will be free if you promise to finish the 
ornament and enter it in the carving contest.  There will be an ornament carving 
class.  Everyone is encouraged to participate.  Bring your own projects and share 
them with the club.  If you have an idea for an ornament project, but need help obtaining materials or 
cutting patterns, talk to me.  I will help anyone who wants to do something for this club. 

pete reittinger 

Love to Sew?  Claudia Edwards has told us about a project called Con Kerr Cancer which in-
volves sewing colorful pillowcases for children with cancer or life changing illness in pediatric hospi-
tals.  She has agreed to be the contact person for us if you are interested in participating.  For more 
information see the website at www.ConKerrCancer.org or e-mail at ConKerrCancer@aol.com. 

Correction:  Brazoria Co. Woodcarver’s meeting time was incorrect in the last newsletter.  The start 
time is 9 AM, when they begin arriving at the Brazoria Co. Library on the second Saturday each 
month.  They start carving around 9:30 AM, and if they have a class, they may start earlier.   

May’s Contest Entries 
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Minutes:  May 16, 2009 Meeting 
Next Carving Contest:  The next contest ends at the August Meeting.  The rules are similar to the previous 
contest, except that all entries will become the property of the club, to be sold for revenue for our charities, 
the Texas Children’s Hospital and the Michael DeBakey Veterans’ Hospital.  Last year we gave $750 to each 
of those institutions. Carve as many Christmas Ornaments as you want.  Pete had several Christmas Books 
for our review, for ideas on the ornaments for Christmas.  He also had some on Nativity Scenes, which will be 
our group project.  We’ll do a relief to auction for charity.  He is soliciting for ideas.  He said he’d ‘lease’ a 
rough out, with the money returned when the finished carving is returned. 

Memorial Trees:  Pete had a sample certificate to be given to surviving family members, and asked for our 
opinions on it.  He also had a sign-up sheet for names; we need a phone numbers for a contact person.  
HAWC Show:  Carolyn and Preston  gave an update on the Fall Show.  Dallas Deege will be a vendor, along 
with Ray and Pat Moore’s Roughouts.  Judges have been found, and teachers for several classes.  Carolyn 
will give us more details as the time approaches, but the following are some of the items she told us. 

 Houston Woodworkers and Houston Woodturners Clubs will be invited. 

 Still needed are sponsors, raffle items and door prizes. 

 Cost: Per table, $25 (member) and $35 (non-member), and that includes 4 contest entry forms, with 

  $ 4 for each additional contest entry for members and $ 6 non-members 

 No more than 2 people per table.  You can sell your items. 

 No table, $8 per entry for members, $ 10 for non-members 

 The Woodworkers and Woodturners will have their own free choice contests. 

 Everyone can vote on entries: People’s Choice, Judge’s Choice, 1st, 2nd, 3rd. 

  Beginning, Intermediate, Expert Categories 

 Traders’ Village will provide advertising 

 There will be a hands-on activity for the public using plastic knives 

Kerrville:  There was a Report by Vice President Glenn Miller about the Texas Woodcarver’s Guild in Kerr-
ville, Texas.  Dallas Deege was first place in open and Terry Kirschke was second place in novice.  A number 
of our members attended the 6 day Conference and were pleased with the experience. The next one will be 
held the week after our own show.  Pete asked that people who did not bring their pieces from the Guild this 
month, to please bring them for Show and Tell next month. 

Class Ideas:  For future classes, members can suggest ideas, plans etc. even if they do not actually teach 
the class. Think about all of those neat projects that you see in the magazines that you’d like to do some time. 

Carving Contest Winners 
Winners of this month’s contest were Elmo for the Spring motif, and 
Shelley Key for the carved pencil.  JoAn was second place for pencil 
carving.  There were quite a few entries; thank you everyone for bringing 
them in. 

Door prize 
Bob Clum won a magnetic tool holder. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Claudia Edwards, May 16th, 2009 
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Contest Winners 

Shelley Key, First, “Pencils” 

Elmo McCoy, First, “Spring” 

JoAn Brueggeman, Second, 
“Pencils” 

Two benches 
that Berny 
Alvarez 
made using a 
router and 
templates 

Jim Berry had 
two antique 
duck decoys 
using Tom 
Mathis’ pat-
terns  
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Ronnie showed his pencil carvings; 
one was a no. 2 pencil.  He also 
showed his and Helen Havemann’s 
rabbit carvings from the TWG carv-
ing contest in Kerrville 

JoAn Brueggeman made 
two chip carved crosses.  
The left one was from a 
class at Kerrville.  JoAn 
prefers the plain style of 
the one on the right. 
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Charles Glass 
showed a carving he 
made with inspiration 
from another carving 
in a magazine 

Shelley Key 
carved a wal-
nut flute in 
Robert Miles’ 
class in Kerr-
ville 

Carolyn McKee 
showed two carv-
ings, a pencil and 
a chip carving 
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Fred Stratton showed his spirit 
man carving and his Santa Elf 
(from Herb Teesdale’s class). 

Carolyn Smith showed 
scrimshaws on acrylic 
and legal ivory.  She 
also had her creations 
done at Kerrville: a 
wood relief (Wanda 
Reichert’s class), 
wood burnings (Patty 
Rucker’s class) and 
painting of Preston’s 
Santa carving (Pat 
Moore’s class) 
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Club Officers  
 
 
President Pete Reittinger  281-395-5735 
 
Vice-President Glenn Miller               281-481-6344 
 
Treasurer Lorraine Lewis  713-303-3076 
 
Secretary Claudia Edwards 281-802-8529 
 
Editor  Helen Havemann 713-666-7093 
 
Show Chairs Carolyn Smith  281-392-0713 
      & Preston Smith  
 
Web Master Jim Edwards  281-802-8529 
& Photographer 
 
Librarian Lin Swalley  713-721-4514 
 
Refreshments Shelley Key  713-666-7093
  

E-mail delivery saves $12 annually on 

printing and mailing, which will be 

donated to our special project fund. 

2009 Carving Events 
Oct. 2-3 Houston Area Woodcarvers Club Show   Traders Village, Houston 

Oct. 11-16 Texas Woodcarvers Guild Fall Extravaganza Inn of the Hills, Kerrville 

Oct. 17-18 Texas State Championship Show & Sale  YO Resort, Kerrville 

The Houston Area Woodcarvers Club meets 9am-2pm on the 
3rd Saturday of  every month at the Bayland Park Community 

Center, 6400 Bissonnet St., Houston, TX. 

You may submit original photos or articles for possible use in the 
newsletter by e-mail to bigfig6@comcast.net.  Deadline is the 1st 
for that month’s newsletter. 
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