E
A
E
M
R
A
A
N
S
N
S
O
E
T
N
S
UI
OS
B
HU
RS
E
V
R
A
C
D
WO O

r
e
t
t
e
l
News
Volume
1, Issue 22
Volume
1, Issue
February
2009
February
16,16,2009

February’s Class: Cottonwood
Bark Carving
This month’s class will be taught by Michael Moeskau.
Cottonwood bark carves easily and has a deep color
that can vary from golden to red. No special tools are
required, but a long bladed knife is useful for knocking
off the rough bark. I would also recommend a long sleeve shirt, because the
rough bark can scratch your wrists.
There will be two projects to choose
from: an elf house, and a wood spirit/old
man. Bark will be available at a cost
around $10/piece.
Special tools required:
none
Cost: around $10/piece
of bark
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We Need You!
Your dues help
support our activities
The April 3-5
woodworking
show needs volunteers
Please consider
accepting a vacant officer post
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Thank You and Welcome
Thank you Carl Holdridge for an excellent class on carving tool
sharpening. And welcome to new members: Glenn Miller, Alex
Cloutier, and Charles Hammonds. If there is something the club
can do that will make us better, or something that we can do
better, get hold of a club officer and let us know. Also welcome
to visitors: Elaina Saner, and Bill and Kay Lewis. I hope you enjoyed the meeting, learned something, and that you will return.

Carl Holdridge

Why are we the Houston Area Woodcarvers Club?
What makes a gathering
of woodcarvers a woodcarving
club? We are not a club because
we get together once a month
and carve. The founders of
the Houston Area Woodcarvers Club had a vision;
to promote woodcarving
while enhancing their own
woodcarving skills. It was
this vision that transformed a gathering to a
club that has endured for
39 years. I am indebted to
those founders. It was through
their vision that I started carving,
met other carvers, and learned
about carving resources in the
Houston area. And carving has
been a joy in my life. For this
reason, I thank you for the
chance to serve the club once
more as president. I will do my
best to perpetuate the vision of
the HAWC founders.
I would like to thank our
outgoing officers: Jackie Childers, secretary and newsletter
editor, and Bob Clum, librarian.
Jackie did a beautiful job on our

newsletters and made them
something to be proud of, while
Bob rebuilt an impressive library
from scratch. There are some
familiar names in this year’s officers: Lorraine Lewis, treasurer,
Preston and Carolyn Smith,
show chairpersons, and Jim Edwards, webmaster. I thank you
all for your continued service,
the club is better because of your
efforts. I would also like to thank
Claudia Edwards, our new secretary, Helen Havemann, our new
newsletter editor, Lin Swalley,
our new librarian, and Ronnie
Boston, our beginner’s table organizer. I offer my sincerest
thanks to all of you.
I wish that my writing
was inspired and eloquent, and
that it would move readers to
volunteer their service to the
club. In reality, I will be happy if
my mangled rambling didn’t
stop readers at the first paragraph. The fact is that this club
exists through the efforts of its
members. We make the effort to
attend the meetings, take the
classes, show our carvings, and

participate in club projects. I
hope that these things are fun,
and don’t seem like an effort. I
only wish that club offices could
be viewed in the same light.
There are two offices that are
presently empty, and while they
might not seem necessary, they
do make the club nicer for everyone. I am looking for volunteers to be vice president, and
refreshments director.

I can understand a person’s reluctance to be vice president. It seems like a long term
commitment, but it is only a
commitment for this year. Accepting this position implies
(Continued on page 3)

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 2
(Continued from page 2)

nothing beyond December 31,
2009. The duties of the office
are simple; help the president,
and have fun. This is not a job,
but it does require some effort.
You will need to attend some of
the meetings, and you will have
to talk to the president. This office requires no special knowledge or skills, and as inconsequential as it sounds it would
really help me a lot to have an-
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other pair of ears in the club. If
you abhor administrative positions, but still want to help the
club, we need a refreshments
director. The club will provide
money to buy refreshments, and
then it is intended that the refreshment table be selfsustaining through donations.
However, if more money is
needed, the club will provide it.
Being refreshment director will
cost you nothing more than a
little time. It can be as simple as

stopping at the donut shop
before a meeting, and then
making a pot of coffee. It can
be catered lunches. It can be
whatever you, as director,
want it to be. If you are even
slightly interested in either of
these offices, or if you would
like to do something different
for the club, please talk to me.

pete reittinger

Dues are Due!
On your address label or email heading there is a membership renewal date. If your membership
has expired, please consider renewing. The dues you pay cover the costs of the club as outlined in
the figure below. It can be seen that the largest cost to the club is the printing and distribution of
hardcopy newsletters. As more members opt for electronic newsletters, more money will be made
available to promote woodcarving and hone our carving skills. If you do not wish to renew your
membership this year, but you would like for us to stay in touch with you, please let us know. We
are happy to send newsletters to anyone that wants to read them, and it costs the club nothing if
you let us send you an electronic version.
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HAWC Minutes of Jan. 17, 2009
Knife Sharpening Class by Carl Holdridge
Carl showed expensive power tools and methods as well as inexpensive manual methods. He said manual
methods are preferable, unless you have 40 tools to do, and then the power tools are important because you
want to spend time carving, and not just sharpening tools. After he described and demonstrated each type
of sharpening device, he spent some time sharpening member’s tools.

Election of Officers
President – Pete Reittinger (continuing from ‘08) by unanimous vote of assembled members
Vice-President – unfilled
Treasurer – Lorraine Lewis (continuing from ‘08)
Secretary – Claudia Edwards ‘09 (Thank you outgoing Jackie Childers ‘08)
Webmaster – Jim Edwards (continuing from ‘08)
Newsletter – Helen Havemann (Thank you again outgoing Jackie Childers ‘08)
Show Co-Chairs – Carolyn & Preston Smith (continuing from ‘08) The Show Committee is forming now.
Anyone wishing to have input into the show should volunteer for this committee.
Librarian – Lin Swalley ‘09 (Thanks to outgoing Bob Clum ‘08)
Refreshments – Unfilled (Lorraine Lewis continues from ‘08 in the interim).
Lorraine is having difficulty carrying all the supplies up and down her stairs, so someone else is needed.

Club Business
Pete asked if members wanted to continue same activities as in 2008: Membership Dues, 2 or 3 Contests,
Business Cards, Roster and Photos and a Membership Directory.
The Roster and Membership Directories will have the same information unless requested otherwise.
Pete will have a form to list information for data to be put on Business Cards.
Money raised in 2008 Ornament Sales
$450 donated to Texas Children’s Hospital
$450 donated to the Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center
Membership agreed to repeat the fund raisers and donations again in 2009.
Pete asked if the members were interested in building a Club Nativity, and raffling it off. It would be a way
for the members to work together on a project; planning and carving.
$660 was donated to Wanda Marsh, who is recovering from cancer and two broken shoulders.
Last month’s deaths: Charlie Hatton and Kelley Teesdale
Pete asked for ideas of how to acknowledge the passing of a member or family member, especially since
our meeting might be weeks after the fact. JoAn suggested that Pete should be given authority to send memorials on behalf of the club, so they arrive in a timely manner.
Ideas for Memorials were:
Plant a tree in their name.
Make a donation in their name to an appropriate charity.
In regards to the Christmas Party; Ronnie had an observation. The most appreciated gifts are items that the
members make. During the gift exchange, they were the ones that kept moving from one person to the
next. Even a novice can create something , whether by carving, woodburning, or woodcraft.
Carolyn asked to be told as soon as possible about other club shows, so our show doesn’t conflict.
The Woodworking show is coming in April, and we will have a table. Volunteers will be needed to sit and
carve, and hand out club information. We cannot sell at this show.
Respectfully Submitted by Claudia Edwards, January 19, 2009.
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Show and Tell
Berny Alvarez

Ronnie Boston

Angel
and
Cross

Egg
Santa

JoAn Brueggeman

Bob Clum

Welcome
Sign

Jack Nicholson Relief

PAGE 6

Alex Cloutier
Mirror with Carvings
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Shelley Key
Tallow
Walking Stick

Charles Glass
Lightning Struck Spalted
Wood – work in progress
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Elmo McCoy
High Relief Mahogany Sprite

Snakes and Frogs Cane

Fred Stratton
Tops
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2009 CARVING CLASS SCHEDULE
Date

Class

Instructor

Special Notes

Mar. 21

Caricature

Herb Teesdale

n/a

Apr. 18

Chip Carving

JoAn Brueggeman

chip carving knife helpful

1st HAWC Contest of 2009
At this month’s meeting you will be given the details of the first contest for 2009. Wood and
instructions will be provided. This contest will be open to carvers, pyrographers, and wood‐
workers. There will be two competition classes: novice, for anyone who has been carving less
than 2 years, and open, for everyone. There will be cash prizes in each competition class. The

The Woodworking Show April 3-5
This year the Woodworking show will be held at the Merrell Center in Katy. The Houston Area
Woodcarvers will have a booth at this show. We will have a 10x10 booth with two tables and
three chairs. We need volunteers to sit in the booth and carve while talking to visitors. We will
be part of the show’s strolling seminars by having continuous demonstrations of various carv‐
ing techniques (i.e. sitting and carving). Admission will be free for all participants, and the

A Note from the Editor
Thanks to Jackie Childers for her outstanding service as photographer, editor and secretary. It goes without saying, she did a wonderful job. Thanks to Jim Edwards for the great
photography, to Claudia Edwards for the fine job on the minutes, and to Pete Reittinger for
providing me with the news articles and charts. If you have comments or ideas about improving the newsletter, or if you have material to submit, please give them to our President,
Pete Reittinger for his final review. Thank you for the opportunity to serve the club.
Helen Havemann

Houston AreaWoodcarvers meet the 3rd Saturday of each month at Bayland Park
Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet, Houston,TX, from 9 AM to 2 PM.

GO GREEN
If you let us email this newsletter to you, we will donate
$1 to the special project fund for every paper copy we
don’t have to print and mail.
CLUB OFFICERS
President

Pete Reittinger

281-395-5735

Vice-President Vacant
Treasurer

Lorraine Lewis

713-627-1056

Secretary

Claudia Edwards

281-802-8529

Editor

Helen Havemann

713-666-7093

Show Chairs

Carolyn & Preston Smith 281-392-0713

Web Master

Jim Edwards

281-332-8514

Librarian

Lin Swalley

713-721-4514

Refreshments

Vacant

Check out our website!
houstonareawoodcarvers.com

2009 Carving Events
April 3-5
The Woodworking Show

Merrel Center, Katy

April 27-May 2
Texas Woodcarvers Guild Spring Roundup

Inn of the Hills, Kerrville

Oct. 11-16
Texas Woodcarvers Guild Fall Extravaganza

Inn of the Hills, Kerrville

Oct. 17-18
Texas State Championship Show & Sale

YO Resort, Kerrville

